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PART ONE

ightning flashed over Corona, New Mexico, and thunder rattled the thin windowpanes of the
small shack where ranch foreman Mac Brazel slept. Brazel was used to summer thunder-
storms, but he was suddenly brought wide awake by a loud explosion that set the dishes in
the kitchen sink dancing. Sonofabilch, he thought to himself before sinking back to sleep, the sheep
will be scaltered halfway betlween hell and high waler come dawn.
In the morning, Brazel rode out on horseback, accompanied by seven-year-old Timothy Proctor,
o survey the damage. According to published accounts, Brazel and young Proctor stumbled
across something unearthly—a field of tattered debris two to three hundred yards wide stretching
some three-quarters of a mile in length. No rocket scientist, Brazel still realized he had something
strange on his hands—so strange that he decided to haul several pieces of it into Roswell, some
75 miles distant, a day or two later,
For all its lightness, the debris in Brazel's pickup bed seemed remarkably durable. Sheriff
George Wilcox reportedly took one look at it and called the military al Roswell Army Air Field, then
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home to the world's only
atomic-bomb wing, Two
officers from the base
eventually arrived and
agreed to accompany Bra-
zel back to the debris field.

As a consequence of
their investigation, a press
release unique in the
history of the American
military appeared on the
front page of the Roswell
Daily Record for July 8,
1947. Authored by public-
information officer Lt. Wal-
ter Haut and approved by
base commander Col, Wil-
liam Blanchard, it admilted
that the many rumors re-
garding UFOs "became a
reality yesterday when the
intelligence office of the
509th Bomb Group of the
Eighth Air Force, Roswell
Army Air Field, was for-
tunate enough to gain pos-
session of a disc through
the cooperation of one of
the local ranchers and the
sheriff's office of Chaves
County.”

Haut's noon press re-
lease circled the planet,
reprinted in papers as far
abroad as Germany and
England, where it was
picked up by the pres-
tigious London Times.
UFQOs were real! Media
calls poured in to the
Roswell Daily Record and
the local radio station,
which had first broken the
news, demanding addi-
tional details.

Four hours later and
some 600 miles to the east
in Fort Worth, Texas, Brig.
Gen. Roger Ramey, com-
mander of the Eighth Air
Force, held a press con-
ference to answer re-
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THE OFFICIAL
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
ACT HOW-TO
FOR INVESTIGATING UFOs

BY PAUL McCARTHY

Many people think the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA), passed by Congress in 1966, gives an American
citizen automatic access to any government document.
Not so. UFO researchers have found that it gives them
the right to request, bul government agencies retain the
right to deny—as they often do.

In fact, applicants find, FOIA requests may be sty-
mied by any number of exemptions. When information is
related to criminal investigations, pending policy
deliberations, national security considerations, or when it
violates an individual's privacy, the FOIA application is
denied. The applicant can appeal, of course, and if he or
she loses, may take the case lo federal court—but who
has the money? On top of that, FOIA requests are not a
priority with the government, so some agencies have
backlogs that won't be acted upon for years. On other
occasions, UFO investigators suspect their petitions are
acted upon too quickly and end up in the circular file.

Yet thousands of pages of UFO documents have
been pried loose over the past 20 years. None clinch the
case for a government cover-up of UFO activity, but they,
along with the cross-referencing of other documents and
insider tips, hold out the intriguing possibility that the
government is clinging to hundreds of thousands of
pages of files for the diligent or lucky to unearth. Hoping
to satisfy our readers’ fascination for government secrets
new and old, the following handbook details some of the
most tantalizing FOIA requests and provides tips on
tapping the government for more.

“Unfortunately, the me-
dia bought the Air Force
cover-up hook, line, and
sinker,” asserts Stanton
Friedman, a nuclear phys-
icist and coauthor with
aviation writer Don Berliner
of Crash at Corona, one of
three books written about
Roswell. “The weather-
balloon story went in the
next morning's papers, the
phone calls dropped off
dramatically, and any
chance of an immediate
follow-up was effective-
ly squelched.”

Ramey's impromptu
press conference marks
the beginning of what
Friedman refers to as a
“'Cosmic Watergate,' the
ongoing cover-up of the
government's knowledge
about extraterrestrial UFOs
and their terrestrial activ-
ities.”" By contrast, says
Friedman, the original
Watergate snafu and
cover-up pales in signif-
icance. In fact, if Friedman
and his cohorts within the
UFO community are cor-
rect, military involvement
in the recovery of a
crashed flying saucer
would rank as the most
well-kept and explosive
secret in world history.

Of course, not all
students of the subject see
it that way. “You have to
put Roswell in a certain
context,” cautions Curtis
Peebles, an aerospace
historian whose treatment
of UFOs as an evolving
beliet system in Watch the
Skies! was just published
by the Smithsonian Insti-
tute. "And the relevant
context is the role of

porters' questions. Spread on the general's office floor were
lumps of a blackened, rubberlike material and crumpled
pieces of what looked like a flimsy tinfoil kite. Ramey posed
for pictures, kneeling on his carpet with the material, as did
Maj. Jesse Marcel, flown in from Roswell for the occasion.
Alas, allowed the general, the Roswell incident was a simple
case of mistaken identity, in reality, the so-called recovered
flying disc was nothing more than a weather balloon
with an attached radar reflector.
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government and its relationship to the governed. Americans
have always been suspicious, if not actively contemptuous,
of their government. On the other hand, forget what the
government says and look at what it does. |s there any
evidence in the historical record that the Air Force or
government behaved as if it actually owned a flying saucer
presumably thousands of years in advance of anything on
either the Soviet or U.S. side? If there is, | didn't find it."
Regardless of its ultimate reality, however, Roswell




symbolizes the difficulties
and frustrations Friedman
and fellow UFOlogists
have encountered in pry-
ing loose what the govern-
ment does or does not
know about UFOs. Mem-
ories fade, documents get
lost or misplaced, wit-
nesses die, and others re-
fuse to speak up, either out
of fear of ridicule or, ac-
cording to Friedman, be-
cause of secrecy oaths,
Despite a trail that lay cold
for more than 30 years,
UFOlogists still consider
Roswell one of the most
convincing UFQO cases on
record, In 1978, for ex-
ample, Friedman personal-
ly interviewed Maj. Jesse
Marcel shortly before his
death. "He still didn't know
what the material was,”
says Friedman, "except
that it was like nothing he
had ever seen before and
certainly wasn't from any
weather balloon.” Accord-
ing to what Marcel repor-
tedly told Friedman, in fact,
the featherlight material
couldn’t be dented by a
sledgehammer or burned
by a blowtorch.

Yet getting the Air Force
itself to say anything about
Roswell in particular or
UFOs in general can be an
exercise in futility, Officials
are either bureaucratically
vague or maddeningly
abrupt. Maj. David Thurs-
ton, a Pentagon spokes-
person for the Air Force
Office of Public Affairs,
could only refer inquiries to
the Air Force Historical Re-
search Center in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, where
unit histories are kept on

microfilm for public review. But a spokesperson there said
they had no “investigative material” and suggested
checking the Mational Archives for files from Project Blue
Book, the Air Force's public UFO investigative agency from
the late 1940s until its closure in December of 1969,

Indeed, the dismissive nature with which U.S. officials
treated Blue Book research seemed to indicate they were
unimpressed; on that point, believers and skeptics alike
agree. But according to Friedman and colleagues, that
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YOUR EYES ONLY:

OMNI'S TOP
TIPS FOR ACCESSING CLASSIFIED
MATERIAL ON UFOs

ON THE DOCKET

UFOlogists list the most dramatic attempts to pry
loose documents still marked classified.

The Big Fish. The most important FOIA UFQ case
ever, according to UFQO researcher Stanton Friedman,
was filed in 1979 against the CIA. Citizens Against UFO
Secrecy (CAUS), an Alexandria, Virginia, organization
headed by Larry Bryant, joined with others, including
Friedman, to go after all UFO documents in the
possession of the CIA. The CIA responded that it could
do nothing because the documents it had were issued
by other agencies and could only be released by them.
Of those, CAUS went after 18 National Security Agency
(NSA) documents, but the NSA would not release them,
claiming they would reveal “sources and methods.”
CAUS filed an admini-strative appeal with the NSA and
lost. It then went to federal court, and the judge ordered
MNSA to search its files for UFO documents. Surprise: 239
documents showed up—79 from other unnamed
agencies, 23 from the CIA, and 137 unexpected NSA
bonus documents. Still, the NSA refused to release them,
and the judge, after reading the NSA's justification,
agreed. Under a later FOIA action, the CIA released 9 of
its 23 documents, mostly unimportant abstracts of
Eastern European press stories on UFOs. Adding the
original 18 NSA documents that CAUS sought to the
newly uncovered batch of 137 shows that the NSA held
on to 155 while the CIA retained 11. In addition, 79
documents from other agencies never saw the light of

day—proof, according to Friedman, that the government
can keep a secret.

Project Moon Dust. Projects Moon Dust and Blue Fly
are purportedly efforts aimed at retrieving manmade

space objects that reenter the atmosphere and crash.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 110

demeanor, and Blue Book
itself, was a ruse. Instead,
far from the eyes of Blue
Book patsies, in top-secret
meetings of upper-echelon
intelligence officers from
military and civilian agen-
cies alike, UFOs—includ-
ing real crashed saucers
and the mangled bodies of
aliens—were the subject of
endless study and debate.
What's more, claims Fried-
man, proof of this UFO
reality can be found in the
classified files of govern-
ment vaults,

With all this documen-
tation, Friedman might
have had a field day.
Unfortunately, researchers
had no mechanism for
forcing classified docu-
ments to the surface until
1966, when Congress
passed the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA).
The FOIA was later
amended in the last year of
the Nixon administration
(1974) to include the Pri-
vacy Act. Mow individuals
could view their own files,
and some UFOlogists—
Friedman included—were
surprised to find that their
personal UFQO activities
had resulted in govern-
ment dossiers.

Be that as it may,
UFOlogists saw the FOIA
as a means to an end, and
beginning in the 1970s,
their requests and lawsuits
started pouring in. Attor-
neys for the Connecticut-
based Citizens Against
UFO Secrecy (CAUS) and
other UFQC activists even-
tually unleashed a flood
tide of previously classified
UFQO documents.,

In many cases, notes Barry Greenwood, director of
research for CAUS and coauthor with Lawrence Fawcett of
The Government UFO Cover-up, most agencies at first
denied they had any such documents in their files. “A case
in point is the CIA," says Greenwood, "which assured us
that its interest and involvement in UFCs ended in 1953.
After a lengthy lawsuit, the CIA ultimately released more
than a thousand pages of documents. To date, we've
acquired more than ten thousand documents pertaining to




UFQOs, the overwhelming majority of
which were from the CIA, FBI, Air
Force, and various other military agen-
cies. It's safe to say there are probably
that many more we haven'l seen.”

As might be expecled, the UFQ pa-
per trail is a mixed bag. Many of the doc-
uments released are simple sighting re-
ports logged well after the demise of
Blue Book. Others are more tantalizing.
A document released by the North Amer-
ican Aerospace Defense Command
(NORAD) revealed that several sensi-
live military bases scattered from
Maine to Montana were temporarily put
on alert status following a series of sight-
ings in October and November of 1975,
An Air Force Office of Special Intelli-
gence document reported a landed
light seen near Kirtland Air Force
Base, Albuguergue, New Mexico, on
the night of August 8, 1980.

Another warm and still-smoking gun,
according to Greenwood, is the so-
called Bolender memo, named after its
author, Brig. Gen. C. H. Bolender, then
Air Force deputy director of

Anything.” Using cross references
found in CIA and other intelligence-
agency papers, CAUS attorneys filed
for the release of all NSA documents per-
taining to the UFO phenomenon, After
initial denials, the NSA admitted to the
existence of some 160 such documents
but resisted their release on the
grounds of national security.

Federal District Judge Gerhard Ges-
sell upheld the NSA's request for sup-
pression following a review (judge’s
chambers only) of the agency's classi-
fied 21-page In Camera petition. “Two
years later,” Greenwood says, "we fi-
nally got a copy of the NSA In Camera
affidavit. Of 582 lines, 412, or approxi-
mately 75 percent, were completely
blacked oul. The government can't
have it both ways. Either UFOs affect
national security or they don't.”

The NSA's blockage of the CAUS
suit only highlights the shortcomings of
the Freedom of Information Act, accord-
ing to Friedman. (See the sidebar "Free-
dom Fighters Handbook,” beginning on

growth of both science and technology.
Bureaucralic secrecy is also prohibi-
tively expensive.”

Aftergood cites some daunting sta-
tistics in his favor. Despite campaign
promises by a succession of Democrat-
ic and Republican presidential admini-
strations to make government files
more publicly accessible, more than
300 million documents compiled prior
to 1960 in the National Archives alone
still await declassification. Aftergood al-
s0 points to a 1990 Department of De-
fense study, which estimated the cost
of protecting industrial—not military—
secrets at almost $14 billion a year.
“"That's a budget about the size of
NASA's," he says, adding that “the
numbers were ludicrous enough during
the Cold War, but now that the Cold
War is supposedly over, they're even
more ludicrous.”

Could the Air Force and other gov-
ernment agencies have their own hid-
den agenda for maintaining the reput-
ed Cosmic Watergate? Yes, according
to some pundils who say

development, Dated Octo-
ber 20, 1969, it expressly
states that “reports of unident-
fied flying objects which

UFOs may be our own ad-
vanced super-top-secret
aerial platforms, not extrater-
restrial vehicles from on

could affect national securi- e | high. Something of the sort
ly . . . are not part of the j ~ THEGAPBETWEEN | could be occurring at the
Blue Book system.” Says R et = e SR Tl 5 T superseciet Groom Lake
Greenwood, "I take that to  CITIZENS AND GOVERNMENT, MAKING IT | test facility in Nevada, part of
mean that Blue Book was lit- e | the immense Nellis  Air

tle more than an exercise In
publc relations. The really sig-
nificant reports went some-
where else. Where did they

Force Base gunnery range
o north of Las Vegas.
Aviation buffs believe the

=] Groom Lake runway, one of

go? That's what we would
like 1o know."

Ot course there are objections to
such a hiteral interpretation. "As | un-
derstand the context in which it was writ-
ten,” says Philip Klass, a former senior
editor with Awiation Week and Space
Technology and author of UFQOs; The
Fublic Deceived, "the Bolender memao
tried to address the problem of what
would happen with UFO reports of any
sort following the closure of Project
Blue Book. Bolender was simply saying
that other channels for such reporls, be
they incoming Soviet missiles or whal-
ever, already existed.”

Greenwood counters that the original
memo speaks for itself, adding that "the
interesting thing is that sixteen refer-
enced aftachmenis are presently report-
ed as missing from Air Force files.”

Missing files are one problem. Files
known to exist but kept under wraps,
notes Greenwood, are another. To
make his point, he cites a case involv-
ing the ultrasecret National Security
Agency, or NSA, an acronym often as-
sumed by insiders to mean “Never Say
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page 36.) "The American public oper-
ates under the illusion that the FOIA is
some sort of magical key that will un-
lock all of the government's secret
vaulls,” he says, “that all you have to
do is ask. They also seem to think eve-
rything is in one big computer file some-
where deep in the bowels of the Pen-
tagon, when nothing could be farther
from the truth. Secrecy thrives on com-
partmentalization.”

In recent years, UFOlogists have
found an unusual ally in the person of
Steven Aftergood, an electrical engi-
neer who directs the Project on Govern-
ment and Secrecy for the Washington,
DC-based Federation of American Sci-
entists, where most members wouldn't
ordinarily give UFQOs the time of day.
“Qur problem,” says Aftergood, “is
with government secrecy on principle,
because it widens the gap between citi-
zens and government, making it that
much mare difficult to participate in the
democratic process. It's also antitheti-
cal to peer review and cross-fertilization,
two natural processes conducive to the

the world's longest, could be
home to the much-rumored Aurora, re-
puted to be a hypersonic Mach-8 spy
plane and a replacement for the recent-
ly retired SR-71 Blackbird.

In fact, the Air Force routinely denies
the existence of Aurora. And with Blue
Book a closed chapter, it no longer has
o hold press conferences 10 answer re-
porters’ questions about UFOs. From
the government’'s perspective, the cur-
rent confusion between terrestrial tech-
nology and extraterrestrial UFOs could
be a marriage of both coincidence and
convenience. The Air Force doesn't
seem 1o be taking chances. On Septem-
ber 30 of last year, it initiated proce-
dures to seize another 3,900 acres ad-
joining Groom Lake, effectively sealing
off two public viewing sites of a base it
refuses 10 admit exists.

By perpeluating such disinformation,
if that is, in fact, what's happening, the
Air Force might be using a page torn
from the Soviet Union's Cold War play-
book. James Oberg, a senior space en-
gineer and author of Red Star in Orbit,
a critical analysis of the Soviel space

CONTINUED ON PAGE 109



COSMIC

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 40

program, has long argued that Soviet
officials remained publicly mum about
widely reported Russian UFOs in the
1970s and 1980s because such reports
masked military operations conducted
at the supersecret Pleseisk Cos-
modrome. "Could a similar scenario oc-
cur in this country? It's conceivable,” con-
cedes Oberg. "On the other hand,
should our own government take an in-
terest in UFO reports, especially those
that may reflect missile or space tech-
nology from around the world? Sure. I'd
be dismayed if we didn't. But does it fol-
low that alien-acquired technology re-
covered at Roswell is driving our own
space technology program? | don't see
any outstanding evidence for it."

Friedman's counlerargument is not
so much a technological as a political
one. “Governments and nations de-
mand allegiance in order o survive,” he
says. "They don'l want us thinking in
global terms, as a citizen of a planet as
opposed to a particular political entity,
because that would threaten their very
existence. The impact on our collective
social, economic, and religious struc-
tures of admitting that we have been con-
tacted by another intelligent life form
would be enormous Il not literally cata-
strophic to the political powers that be."

Whatever its reason for holding
large numbers of documents and an ar-
ray of information close to the vest,
there's no doubt that the U.S. govern-
ment has been less than forthcoming
on the topic of UFOs. Historically, the
government's public attitude toward
UFOs has run the gamut of human emo-
tions, at times confused and dismissive,
al others deliberately covert and coy.
On one hand, it claims to have recov-
ered a flying disc; on the other, a weath-
er balloon. One night UFOs constitute
a threat to the national security; the
next they are merely part of a public hys-
teria based on religious feelings, fear
of technology, mass hypnosis, or what-
ever the prevailing psychology of the
era will bear, To sort through the layers
of confusion spawned by the govern-
ment's stance and to reveal information-
al chasms, whalever their cause, Omni
is launching a series of six continuing
articles. In the following months, we
will take the long view, scanning
through history to examine UFOs under
wraps in the decades following
Roswell. In the next installment, look for
our report on official efforts to squelch
UFQO mania and keep labs on UFO re-
searchers in the McCarthy-era land-
scape of the Fifties. OQ
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Clifford Stone, a retired U.S. Army ser-
geant with an interest in UFOs, has
peen Irying to get the military to admit
that it runs these projects and that it al-
so recovers downed UFOs. Stone
claims that the 696th Intelligence
Group at Andrews Air Force Base, Mary-
land, makes these relrievals, and he
has even submitted an FOIA request for
the group’s UFO files.

Records from Roswell. The Roswell
case, in which a UFQ is said to have
crashed near Roswell, New Mexico, in
July 1947, continues to haunt research-
ers and to draw numerous FOIA re-
quests. In one of these, Don Schmitt, a
researcher from the Center for UFO Stud-
ies in llinois and coauthor with Kevin
Randle of the 1981 book UFO Crash al
Roswell, has filed an FOIA request on
behalf of the family of Mac Brazel, the
rancher who found the purpeorted UFO
wreckage. "Specifically, we

rial numbers, asking for access to their
complete records. The Air Force re-
sponded that it had no records on
those individuals.

Operation Majestic. The MJ-12 docu-
menis—short for Operation Majestic—
turned up in microfilm form in the mail-
box of Jaime Shadera, a UFOQ invest-
gator, back in 1984. Although most
UFO researchers now believe the doc-
uments are phony, some say they may
be evidence of a top-secret briefing
given to president-elect Dwight Eisen-
hower In November 1952 by Admiral
Roscoe Hillenkoetter, then-director of
the CIA.

After spending considerable time
and money lrying to verify these docu-
ments, Stanton Friedman put in an FOIA
request in 1989, He thought he could
study the authenticity of the controver-
sial MJ-12 documents by comparing
them to other CIA briefings of lke. Fried-
man learned the times and dates of
these additional briefings in archival re-
search and using that specific informa-

the Center for UFO Studies provides
three useful tips:

e UFOlogists believe petitions may be
screened for buzzwords like UFO,
which tip officials off to give the request
prejudicial treatment, so researchers try
to be creative, "We never refer to
Roswell by name,” says Schmitt, “and
in the last five years, | have not made
an FOIA request in which | specifically
referred to UFOs.”

* Schmitt and other FOIA experts often
request paragraphs, even sentences,
not in classified documents just to see
whether the agency has any information
on the topic at all. The technigue also
confuses officials, preventing them
from pigeonholing the request as UFO
related, thus encouraging them to give
it a higher priority and push it through.
¢ Hoping to stop the government in ef-
forts to pull the wool over their eyes,
UFO researchers often request docu-
ments they know for a fact exist. "We
often try to trip them up,” Schmitt ex-
plains. "We send in our request; they
deny it. Then we send cop-
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he made his discovery,”
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Secret Sins. Is there a se-
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ies of specific documents
that refer to the documents
they claim they don't have."

SIDE-STEPPING THE FOIA
The frustrations of filing an
FOIA being what they are, a
number of UFO researchers
have now evolved alternative
strategies for prying docu-
ments from government
vaults, A couple of the most
prominent efforts are de-

UFOs? Many UFO investiga-

tors, including Don Schmitt, claim to
have active-duty and retired military wit-
nesses who will talk privately but not
openly about UFOs and the govern-
ment for fear of losing pensions.
Schmitt awaits the results of an FOIA re-
quest submitted to the Army, Navy, and
Air Farce on whether or not an ocath of
secrecy actually exists.

X Marks the Spot. Another facet of
the Roswell case concerns a United
Press International (UP!) reporter who
supposedly told Schmitt that in the ear-
ly 1960s, a public-information officer
(PIQ) at Holloman Air Force Base
showed him a map of the Roswell
crash site and even drove him out to
look at it. Schmitt's FOIA asks for the
name of the PIO and seeks to learn
whether he ever worked with a UPI re-
porter in the early Sixties.

Name, Rank, and Serial Number.
Schmitt would also like to obtain the rec-
ords of and ultimately locate 30 military
personnel who allegedly worked at
Roswell Air Force Base in 1947. He sub-
mitted an FOIA with their names and se-
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tion requested the documents from the
CIA. Two years later, the CIA respond-
ed that it could not find any such brief-
ing documents. Friedman appealed but
was told he was number 390 on the
list. He is still waiting for a response.

FOIA Wannabes. Fred Olsen lll
would like to submit an FOIA reguest
to the Air Force that asks for the gun-
camera photos of UFOs that former mil-
itary pilots claim were taken during the
1940s and 1950s. Don Schmitt would
like to submit an FOIA request to the
Air Force on the contents and purpose
of a mysterious military transport plane
sald to have departed from Roswell
Air Force Base under tight security
on July 3, 1947,

FOIA TIPS
For those sturdy souls who wish to
buck the tide, it Is sometimes possible
to successfully wield the Freedom of In-
formation Act to dredge up information
buried deep. To help the uninitialed
work the system and uncover as much
as possible, FOIA pro Don Schmitt of

tailed below.

Moon Dust Il. Cliff Stone's requests
to the Air Force and Defense Intelli-
gence Agency for projects Moon Dust
and Blue Fly information were unsuc-
cessful, so he's making similar requests
through the office of Senator Jeff Binga-
man of New Mexico who is working
with the Pentagon’s Congressional Li-
aison Office on this issue. Remember,
you are part of a constituency; your rep-
resentative can help.

Operation Right to Know. In 1992, Op-
eration Right to Know was formed by
three Mutual UFO Network members
who felt political action was the only
way to wrest secrets from the govern-
ment. They passed out UFO literature
on the ellipse behind the White House
in 1992, picketed in front of the White
House in 1993, and demonstrated out-
side the United Nations building in New
York in November 1993. Operation
Right to Know now has more than 200
members, Is growing with European
chapters, and will probably picket for
access to government UFQO information
in a city near you. OQ
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